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6:  Thank you for your comments and for bringing to our attention your concerns regarding Reclamation's on-going operation of the Upper and Lower Colorado River.  Per a request from the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the matter of effects to historic properties that might result from development of Interim Surplus Criteria (ISC) has been forwarded to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council).  Development and implementation of ISC falls within the range of on-going operations, and the reservoirs and the River will continue to be operated within historic operational parameters under both baseline conditions and action alternatives.  Because of this, Reclamation believes many of the issues you raise with regard to historic properties are better addressed under Section 110, rather than Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  Reclamation is aware of its responsibilities under Section 110 for managing historic properties on lands under its jurisdiction and will commit to consulting with the Hualapai and other tribes within that framework.  In accordance with the direction provided by EO 13007, Reclamation is also committed to working with the Hualapai and other tribes with ties to the Lower Colorado River to accommodate access to and use of sacred sites, and to the extent practicable, not adversely affect the physical integrity of sacred sites which have been identified by the tribes as being located on lands under its jurisdiction.  If the Hualapai or other tribes have information concerning sacred sites that are being impacted by on-going reservoir and river operations, Reclamation urges the tribes to bring these situations to the attention of the appropriate Reclamation office.
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